
[image: image1.jpg]INACOL

International Association for K-12 Online Learning




PAGE  
2

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


CONTACT: 
Wendy Fleming
Assoc. Dir. of Communications
(703) 752-6216

wfleming@inacol.org

iNACOL Hosting Webinar on Leveraging Data to Improve Online Student Learning and Motivation
VIENNA, VA, May 9, 2011 – The International Association for K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL) is hosting a webinar on “How to Leverage Data to Improve Online Student Learning and Motivation" on Wednesday, May 11, 2011, from 3:00 - 4:00 PM (Eastern) via Elluminate.
Amazon, Netflix, and the corner grocer collect, analyze, and effectively use more data than most schools. Virtual schools are in position to capture data about each and every interaction students have with content, assessments, and teachers. This session will show how the Open High School of Utah captures, analyzes, and uses data to support innovative teaching that improves student learning, emphasizing low-cost tools like MoodleRooms Learning Management System (LMS), Genius Student Information System (SIS) and Highrise Customer Relation Management (CRM).

Some of the strategies used by the Open High School of Utah:

· Implement targeted interventions that produce powerful results in student achievement based on monthly student performance data;
· Use strategic interventions for students who aren't logging in regularly based on the data in MoodleRooms and Genius;
· Use test data to determine which portions of the curriculum are effective and which aren't;
· Use the data in Highrise to track student communications with students and parents; and
· Use data to incentivize students by holding random drawings based on a set of posted criteria. Students don't know in advance which set of criteria will be used for that week's drawing.
According to Dr. Allison Powell, Vice President, State and District Services, iNACOL, “Motivating students in online schools is just as challenging as in brick-and-mortar schools. The Open High School of Utah has come up with many distinctive and useful ways to keep students engaged.”
Presenters include: DeLaina Tonks, Director, Open High School of Utah; David Wiley, Founder, Open High School of Utah & Associate Professor of Instructional Psychology and Technology, Brigham Young University; and Sarah Weston, Curriculum Director, Open High School of Utah.
This webinar is part of the iNACOL Leadership Webinar professional development series. Please register online: http://www.inacol.org/events/. Pricing is available for members and non-members.  Press may attend free of charge by contacting Wendy Fleming (wfleming@inacol.org). 
# # #

About iNACOL

iNACOL is the International Association for K-12 Online Learning, a non-profit 501(c)(3) membership association based in the Washington, DC area with more than 3,800 members. iNACOL is unique in that its members represent a diverse cross-section of K-12 education from school districts, charter schools, state education agencies, non-profit organizations, colleges, universities and research institutions, corporate entities and other content and technology providers (www.inacol.org). iNACOL hosts the annual Virtual School Symposium (VSS). VSS 2011 is being held Nov. 9 - 11, 2011 in Indianapolis, IN (www.virtualschoolsymposium.org). 
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